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MONTH OF DIVINE INFANCY 

Our next gathering 
will be December 
19th at 1:00 in the 
Parish Center.  
Council Meeting: 
Our next Council 
meeting will be on 

Saturday, 
December 13th at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Center   

Gospel Sharing: Jenise Seewald will lead. 
 
Ongoing Formation: Read chapter 4 in A Knight and a 
Lady. Kyle will lead. 
 
Franciscans in Action:  
 

Join us this Advent in a public rosary rally to give 
praise to the Child Jesus, to honor His birth and let 
Him know there is room for Him in our hearts. We 
will gather in Sacred Heart Church on Saturday, 
December 18th at noon. Fr. The’ will lead us. Any 
questions contact:  
Joan Dahle at 507-461-6725. 
 
 
    

Lesson From a Child Under the Tree Bonnie 
Johnson, ofs, Vice Minister 

 
I have a picture of my son when he was 
about 5 or 6 laying sound asleep under the 
Christmas tree. He was so excited that Santa 
was coming that he snuck out of bed when 
he “thought” everyone was asleep. We later 
found him there… sound asleep. It was a 
cute photo memory of the innocence of a 
child. It reminds me of Jesus saying we must 
become like children. The faith, the 
excitement, the anticipation.  
 
 Soon we will celebrate the day Jesus came 
on that first Christmas. We know that Jesus 
is already here, within us. So why Advent? 
I like the explanation the Fr. Bob Warren 
SA (Franciscan Friars of the Atonement) 
gave in his recent homily.  
 
“Advent is a form of giving birth. Its function is 
to bring a living Lord to life, in your living. 
Christmas for you is not a given day, December 
25th. Christmas is when the child actually 
transpires and comes to life. Christmas is when 
Christ becomes real to you: His presence, His 
call.”   
 
I like to think that as God’s children we will 
look deep inside ourselves for His peaceful, 
loving presence, and have that conversation 
with Him with the desire excitement and 
longing that He is seeking/calling us to. 
With the same excitement as a child laying 
under the tree. 



Schedules May Be Subject to Change 
 

Blessed Mary Frances Schervier
This woman who once 
wanted to become a 
Trappistine nun was 
instead led by God to 
establish a community of 
sisters who care for the 
sick and aged in the 
United States and 
throughout the world. 

Born into a distinguished 
family in Aachen—then 
ruled by Prussia, but 
formerly Aix-la-Chapelle, 

France—Frances ran the household after her 
mother’s death and established a reputation for 
generosity to the poor. In 1844, she became a 
Secular Franciscan. The next year she and four 
companions established a religious community 
devoted to caring for the poor. In 1851, the 
Sisters of the Poor of St. Francis were approved 
by the local bishop; the community soon spread. 
The first U.S. foundation was made in 1858. 

Mother Frances visited the United States in 1863 
and helped her sisters nurse soldiers wounded 
in the Civil War. She visited the United States 
again in 1868. She encouraged Philip Hoever as 
he was establishing the Brothers of the Poor of 
St. Francis. 

When Mother Frances died, there were 2,500 
members of her community worldwide. They are 
still engaged in operating hospitals and homes 
for the aged. Mother Mary Frances was beatified 
in 1974. 

 



Wishing you all a very 
Blessed Christmas! 


